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BORN TO THE MOST NOBLE OF ECHIDNA HOUSES, 
THE LATEST 70 CONTINUE THE FAMILY HERITAGE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY AS GUARDIAN OF THE FLOATING 
ISLAND, DEFENDER OF ALL FROM THE FORCES OF EVIL 
FROM THE WORLD BEYOND AS WELL AS THOSE WHO 
WOULD THREATEN I7 FROM WITHIN, HE IS NONE OTHER 
THAN KNUCKLES THE ECHIDNA! 


WHEN WE LAST SAW OUR HEROES, THE CHAOTIX HAD 
WITNESSED THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT CEREMONY OF 
THEIR FRIEND CHARMY, WHO REMAINED BEHIND AS 
PRINCE OF HIS OWN PEOPLE WHILE ESPIO, MIGHTY, 

VECTOR AND JULIE-SU RETURNED TO THEIR 
HOMES ON THE FLOATING ISLAND. 


MEANWHILE, DEEP WITHIN HAVEN, LOCKE AND SABRE 
WITNESSED KNUCKLES HARNESSING POWER BEYOND 
RELIEF BEFORE VANISHING FROM SIGHT, PRESUMABLY 
RETURNING TO THE FLOATING ISLAND AFTER 
HIS DISCOVERY OF ALBION. 


NOW, AS A NEW DAY DAWNS, THOUGHTS TURN NOT 
TO THOSE OF EXCITEMENT AND ADVENTURE, BUT OF 
FEELINGS OF LONGING AND SPENDING TIME WITH 
THOSE OWE CHERISHES, AS WE FIND LARA-LE 
THIS MORNING IN THE SANCTITY OF THE AURORIUM... 
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BORN THE SAME 
AS ANY ECHIDNA, 
KNUCKLES-- 
LN 


\ A 
t ook 
A y 


ty, \ 





“--BUT YOU'LL HAVE TOASK YOUR 
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E GENERAL PO! CE, 
THINGS HAVE GOTTEN [>= 
SOMEWHAT CHAOTIC ! HIS LIELITENANTG 
WANT TO TAKE CONTROL OVER 
THEIR LITTLE FYEFDOMS—- 
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cS 2y__ ECHIDNA INTERESTS ON A GLOBAL SCALE. 
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“OR TWO: YOU CAN BECOME A FORE, AD THE ECHIDNAS AN! 
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YOU LET HIM BE 
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I WARNED YO YEARS AGO 
AGAINST TAMPERING WITH 
THE WATURAL ORVPER FOR, 
ANY REASON, LOCKE ! 


L « S WT pont RECALL YOU 
> PB ossectine e0vouply Back 
) Z THEN, GRANPFATHER! 


Now 
I SPEAK FROM 
KNOWLEDGE ! 








“ -- FOR US TO CONSIDER 
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YOU L/KE SOME 
COMPANY 2 


ESPECIALLY 
NOT TO YOU, THAT'S 
FOR SYRE ! 


WHY DIP YOU GO AND 
VO THAT FOR? 
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FAVOR? 


YEAH, LIKE WHEN 
YOU TRIED TO CHEER 
ME Lip 1x 


YEAH ? WELL, 
OKAY! JUST 
THIS ONCE ! 


IF THAT'S WHAT 
YOU WANT | 


DON TEVER 
PO THATAGAIN! 


WOULDN'T EVEN 
CONSIDER IT! 


OH, YES IT REALLY 

I WOULD--I JUST WASN'T THAT BAD! 
WI5H IT UNDERSTOOP ACTUALLY, THAT FELT 
WHY ! KINDA MICE! ; 


AS THE Fiulll. MOON SHINES GRIGHTLY IN THE CLEAR. 
NMGHT SKY, TWO FIGURES SHARE A COMPORTABLE ALENCE 
CONTEMPLATING THEIR FUTURE, $0 VERY LIFERENT AT 

FIRST GLANCE, YET 80 VERY MUCH ALIKE, EACH WONDERING 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IF THEY ARE SEEING A KINGREP SPIRIT 
IN THE OTHER, SOMETHING MORE THAN A FRIENP. 


ANC BOTH WONDERING lF 
(7 WORTH 17 TOFINO OUT, 





